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Walsh, Gerald G., Dante Alighieri. Bruce. 


Nov. 11, 1946. 183p. $3.00. 


Dante, the lover, artist, philosopher and theologian, was 
born antiquity (1265) and died the modern age 
(1321). this short span fifty-six years, Father Walsh 
insists, “yawns chasm that cuts two the whole history 
Western man”, the chasm that separates age 
from age emotion, age the head from 
age the heart. 

Bridging the chasm Dante’s Divine Comedy. Dante 


allegiance both head and heart, the “rule 
and the “lordship love”. And this says Father 


Walsh makes him important today. For today even 


our statesmen clamor for “one world”, our educators an- 
wer almost the same breath that one world de- 
unless can populated with “whole men”. Dante 
“whole man”, the kind citizen world” de- 
mands. was “common” man Christendom, the 
type person who can trusted become “com- 
munity” man the world sense. 

this book, based upon series lectures delivered 


Boston last year, Father Walsh sets out tell what 
manner person this Dante really was: rather serious, 


pleasant, mild-featured, normal-looking human being”, 


who stood not over five feet, three inches and later 
least, was somewhat stooped because arthritis. 
Physically, then, Dante was common man. 


was educated man. For him learning began early 
life and lasted until death. knew Virgil and the 
Latin classical poets well knew the modern 
and contemporary authors. Aristotle alluded almost 
times and the works Thomas Aquinas, Bonaven- 
Albertus Magnus and others were almost equally 
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familiar him. knew the Bible almost heart and 
was thoroughly versed the Fathers the Church. 
This fusion classical literature with Biblical and Scho- 
lastic knowledge evident Dante’s practice present- 
ing pairs pictures, one borrowed from literature, the 
other from the Scriptures. learning, therefore, was 
uncommon man, full man. 


Though Dante was constant student philosophy and 
art and reader who overtaxed his eyes his passion for 
books, took active part the life Florence. 
participated the military activity, including the battles, 
which dominated Florentine life the 1280’s. the 
1290’s became leading figure the city’s politics. 
1300 was elected the highest political office Flor- 
ence, becoming speak, “the mayor medieval New 
York”. was exiled unjustly because worked for 
Florentine independence. Socially, was responsible 
man. 


his love learning and his allegiance the “outer 
lordship public law”, Dante added love the “inner 
kingship conscience”. His was Catholicism the 
heart and head, love and reason and hungry faith. 
was laughing citizen Christendom, loving nature, 
people, poetry and prayer, and, above all else, the power, 
the wisdom, and the love that ‘moves the sun and all the 


stars.” was, truly, whole man. 


Father Walsh has written book for students. has 
not attempted make his Dante easy reading. him- 
self says that much the book “unconscionably dull”, 
and that may not too harsh criticism. the other 
hand, all the book extremely worthwhile, being 
pressed down and running over with idea content. The 
non-student not invited; the student will not mind hav- 
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ing dig little for his gold. For the student will gain 
here new appreciation the depth Middle Ages 
and new appreciation also the integration 
life that modern times have lost. 


The busy statesmen could profit the short section 
“Monarchia” which contains Dante’s ideas the leader- 
ship the world community. For Dante, the world 
not one because man can circle two and half days. 
The real oneness oneness the mind, the sense that 
the world family and family must live and work 
harmony. World peace demands some kind world 
authority; therefore concludes that court with inter- 
national jurisdiction essential world community. 


One would recommend Dante Alighieri certain half- 
hearted seekers world unity now sitting around the 
United Nations’ tables New York; but one must doubt, 
first, that they would bother take note such “obso- 
lescent” thinking, and, second, that they would under- 
stand it. 

Clarence Enzler, 

Bethesda, Maryland 


Hahn, Emily. Raffles Singapore. Biography. 
Doubleday. Nov. 1946. 587p. $3.50. 


The wife Major Charles Boxer His Britannic Majesty’s 
Military Intelligence amazing woman many ways, 
and not the least surprising thing about her this present 
attempt turn out good fat Victorian biography dealing 
with that eminent figure from the Napoleonic period, Sir 
Thomas Stamford Bingley Raffles, the founder Singa- 
pore. Unfortunately, Miss Hahn’s indubitable flair for 
the sprightly has played her false here, matter how 
may have relished other contexts. Huge unassimi- 
lated masses the roast beef sober fact and docu- 
mentary evidence are topped off the airy parsley 
New Yorker persiflage; and, run gustatory simile into 
the ground, the thing does not down. 


addition this self-created obstacle faulty method 
Miss Hahn has encountered and failed get over 
second hurdle, this time not her own making. Raffles 
who, empire builder, came between Clive and Hastings 
the one hand, and Cecil Rhodes the other, had 
none the dramatic fire his 18th century predecessors, 
nor much the ruthless dynamism his successor 
the late 19th. His personality intriguing enough all 
conscience, but the subtle problem interpreting average 
capabilities raised the nth degree calls for the skill 
resolving ambiguities that Lytton Strachey possessed. There 
was second possibility, but Miss Hahn has burked this 
opportunity well, and perhaps asking too much, 
after all, expect her Thackeray’s Guedalla’s capac- 
ity for making décor come alive, for arranging brilliant 
tableaux vivants. Nonetheless, might have been done 
with profit, for Raffles’ universe was the great Whig world 
Fair and Wellington. 


However, despite these stylistic shortcomings the art 
biography, Miss Hahn able establish and imple- 
ment her thesis our entire satisfaction. the familiar 
one the effect that the British Empire was acquired 
blueprints Nazi Germany drew the 30’s and 
40’s. She twinkles devilishly bright eye for incidental 
situation—it never deteriorates into leer—and exhibits 


Walsh Hahn Magaret 
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pretty penchant for the racier aspects the anthro 
pology intermarriage the tropics; but even here, 
the chosen sphere her well-known journalistic shor 
pieces, her irony not sustained, her fun shade tog 
brash. More could have been done with such flashes 
humanity Raffles his taste Irish brides—he acquired 
two before his race was run; his brush with that 
out Lever, Ulster-born Colonel Gillespie; the 
comedy his belated European Grand Tour, and his 
hobnobbing with the great London. One important 
thing that does emerge successfully from her treatment 
Raffles’ genuine humanitarianism connection with his 


attitude the Indonesian slave traffic, and, indeed, 


slavery general. 
Charles Brady, 
Canisius College, 
Buffalo, New York 


Magaret, Helene. Gailhac Beziers. Nov. 1946, 


260p. $3.50. 


Gailhac Beziers tells the life the French priest who 
founded the Religious the Sacred Heart Mary. 
mid-nineteenth century France the small town 
Beziers near Montpellier this inspiring story unfolds 
The theme old Christianity but always new, how 
the hard way renunciation and self-abnegation finally 
brought from the world the very honor and acclaim which 
Father Gailhac early life rejected and never sought 
his work. But these came the end long career, 
over eighty years, incessant struggle. 


humble parentage, Jean Gailhac entered the seminary 
Montpellier his teens; was ordained 1826 and 
offered teaching position the seminary. Even this 
post found time make regular visits the local 
prison. Almost accident took the step that led into 
his life work: during the hot summer 1830 offered 
substitute for elderly chaplain the 
the public hospital Beziers; the end the summer, 
the regular chaplain was too ill return. “It 
will that remain,” said Father Gailhac. 


twenty-eight, with chance good teaching 
career before him, admirable past record and 
tion, this priest chose bury himself large public 
hospital the days before hygiene was well understood. 
The story from here absorbing reading, good any 
novel and well told: how his tireless search for the 
cause his patients’ troubles led him from hospital 
the poor sections town; how met poverty, vice, and 
crime there; how his constant association with outcasts 
alienated his friends, casting cloud suspicion over his 
character; how founded refuge for Magdalens; how 
labored alone for years until few friends came 
help; how gradually there grew orphanage, 
round chapel, group assistant priests brothers 
(later dissolved), and company sisters, which 
veloped into the teaching order which today has schools 
many parts the world, including our own United 
States. 


those acquainted with Miss Magaret’s earlier writing 
comment needed her consummate art telling 
Too often saints’ lives English are poorly 
posed persons without interest ability the art 
good writing. readers who hesitate for this reason 
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can fairly say the book will not disappointing. The 
has had long training her craft, with volume 
poems, many articles, and some books her credit. 
This book will good reading anyone with eye 
literary values. Its characters are vigrously alive, the back- 
skillfully drawn, the understanding human 
motives profound and true. free from the scholarly 
impedimenta footnotes tedious discussion, placing its 
emphasis the story. For these reasons can recom- 
mended the general reader. For those religious life 
real boon, and would make good refectory reading. 


Dom Bruno McAndrew, O.S.B., 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington, 


Perkins, Frances. The Roosevelt Knew. 
Nov. 1946. 408p. $3.75. 


The Roosevelt Miss Perkins knew was the most compli- 
cated human being her rich man’s 
the poor man’s brother, the stern puritan con- 
science, the easy-going, indulgent, and forgiving friend 
the irregulars”. The core his character, she writes, was 
for living and growing that remained his 
dying day. 

what is, mind, the best the current crop 
intimate revelations F.D.R., Miss Perkins stamps her- 
self keen and careful observer. craftsmanship cer- 
tainly, and historical worth probably, her contribution 
superior Elliott’s more widely ballyhooed, 
Saw It. 


She introduces young Roosevelt back 1910 when 
was nothing particularly about him. 
was arrogant, aloof, artificially serious face, with 
streak self-righteousness and not very much real liking 
for people. One suspects that she agrees with what 
himself once told her, after became President, “You 
know, was awfully mean cuss when first went into 

Then came the Wilson era with Assistant Secretariat 
the Navy Department for Roosevelt, and, 1920, his 
nomination for Vice-President the Democratic ticket. 
these years, began grow, but was not until after 
1921, when, the age thirty-nine, was struck down 
infantile paralysis that became genuinely fond 
his fellow men, conscious their wants and needs and 
ambitions, and that learned took humil- 
ity, Miss Perkins leaves doubt, learn how accept 
gracefully his sudden physical helplessness. this period 
began express the sentiment for which perhaps 
best remembered, “the only thing fear fear itself”. 


Viking. 


There followed the years Governor New York 
which demonstrated unique ability grasp human 
problems concrete terms. Once, Miss Perkins relates, 
economist was urging upon him, governor, the, cruel 
philosophy laissez-faire, specifically that, time de- 
pression the best course was let things ride until they 
hit bottom and started again. shall never forget,” 
she writes, “the gray look horror his face 
this man and said, ‘People aren’t cattle, you 
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The author’s treatment Roosevelt’s break with 
Smith (she was intimate both) seems straightfor- 
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ward. had urged Roosevelt run for Governor over 
the latter’s earnest protest. was just regaining his 
strength and feared the campaign might cancel out 
permanently all his progress. After the election, sin- 
cerely wanted help “Frank”, and developed tend- 
ency try make important decisions for him. Roose- 
velt, the other hand, felt owed himself 
“his own Governor”. Thus, the split had about 
flavor inevitability. 


The depression and war years are handled with deft 
sureness which gives conviction that Miss Perkins knew 
the President’s mind. Some the book’s best passages 
deal with her own and Roosevelt’s relations with volatile 
Gen. Hugh Johnson, the phrase-slinging administrator 
interesting are the pages detailing the 
history the Social Security Act, which, Miss Perkins 
insists, Roosevelt regarded the cornerstone 
his administration”. His constant objective things 
domestic was make life “decent”. But had, says 
Miss Perkins, “no thought desire impose any over-all 
economic political change the United 
What cared about was improvement people’s lives. 
economic changes were necessary, would make them, 
but only specific task”. 


The Roosevelt Miss Perkins knew was man simple 
tastes; scrambled eggs were his favorite dish. was 
man who prided himself his knowledge people; 
was piqued because didn’t understand the Russians, 
“what makes them tick”, and because didn’t “know 
good Russian from bad Russian”. was man con- 
siderable religious feeling; the concept Freedom 
Religion the Four Freedoms the Atlantic Charter 
was his own. His was the decision begin each Inaugura- 
tion Day with church service. Hyde Park, always 
went church, but resented saying his prayers 
“Goldfish Bowl” Washington, remarking, “It bothers 
feel like something the zoo being looked 
all the tourists Washington when 
And the way back from Yalta, when General Watson 
was seriously ill, was Roosevelt who arranged with the 
chaplain for him become Catholic, something that 
had long been Watson’s mind. 


This book biased that written one who loved 
the subject. But the telling calm and unemotional, for 
all that, and one has the feeling that was done reminis- 
cently study before comfortable fire. Reading it, 
one sure get new conception the vastness the 
Presidency and the humanness this man who has left 
his indelible imprint history not because genius 
great social plan, but because, ignoring his handicaps, 
saw human need and strove mightily minister it. 
Everyone should better for knowing better the Roose- 


velt Miss Perkins knew. 
Clarence Enzler, 
Bethesda, Maryland 


Woodgate, Mildred Violet. The Abbe Edgeworth 
(1745-1807). Longmans. Nov. 1946. 202p. 
$2.50. 


Henry Essex Edgeworth usually remembered today—if 
remembered all—for the few hours spent with 
Louis XVI before the latter’s death the hungry scaffold 
the French Revolution. Miss Woodgate, the Irish-born 


| 


member literary family, the author four other 
French biographies, while writing Madame Elizabeth 
France discovered many more things for which the Abbe 
deserves remembered. 


Edgeworth began his life the quiet atmosphere 
well-to-do Irish rectory, the son Robert Edgeworth, 
well-known and respected Protestant rector, who decided 
1749 embrace the Catholic faith. The family 
six disgraced their friends this act and found neces- 
sary seek refuge Toulouse. Little Henry began his 
education France and became almost completely 
French. From his earliest years wanted become 
priest and following his ordination undertook, 
matter choice, work among the poorest Paris. 
was preacher, writer spiritual letters; had 
outstanding intellectual gifts. His power lay his sym- 
pathy and sincerity and sort unconscious holiness, 
which seemed envelop him like cloak and reach 
out others way that was quite unaware of. 
won much affection, for was ready spend himself 
for others the utmost.” 


The Revolution found him still working among his poor, 
spite the frequent and warm urgings his friend 
Bishop Moylan Cork that return Ireland. sur- 
prising summons came him the Tuileries 
give comfort Mme. Elizabeth, the King’s unmarried 
sister. became her spiritual director and confessor, 
and was through her expressed deep admiration for 
him that became known Louis XVI. The Abbe 
found himself quite suddenly the center the great 
tragedy the royal family. the eve the execution 
was whisked the side the King and with him 
mounted the steps the scaffold with quiet courage, there 
assist his Monarch die. 


His lot had been cast with the royalists and some the 
most exciting parts this well-told story have with 
his almost miraculous escapes from the guillotine, his 
flight England, where received the royal command 
from Louis XVIII report chaplain the King exiled 
Germany, and subsequently, haven amid the snows 
Russia, where the Abbe died after ten years selfless 
devotion the welfare the hapless royal exile, whose 
wanderings and hardships shared. 


This story life duty and self-sacrifice priest, 
who like many other priests his day did heroic and 
disinterested work—for which they often paid with their 
lives—in the prisons and around the guillotines Paris, 
skillfully and sympathetically told far possible 
the Abbe’s own words ingenious use his diary- 
like letters Bishop Moylan and others. Miss Wood- 
gate has done real service rescuing from near oblivion 
and presenting modern readers such pleasant and 
authentic manner this gallant and courageous figure. 


Rev. James Kortendick, S.S., 
Department Library Science, 
Catholic University America 


Weidman, Jerome. Too Early Tell. Reynal and 


Hitchcock. Nov. 18, 1946. 506p. $3.00. 


Good ideas often take long reach fruition. They must 
filter through individuals whose uneven abilities cause 
retardation and loss. The proposal President Roosevelt 
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that “Bureau Psychological Combat” (Mr. 
fictional title) would effective part the war effor 
was sound one, intended parallel and counteract the 
work such propaganda agencies that headed 
Goebbels. find the right men handle 
Bureau was difficult. The bumbling efforts ex- personnel 
managers, playboys, teachers and ‘others training per. 
sonnel for overseas psychological combat the theme 
Mr. Weidman’s latest novel, satire developed largely 
through the character Chace, efficient secretary 
the playboy director-commandant Whitney Trencher 
the Bureau Psychological Combat’s Training School 
audracour, the estate millionaire. This 
school the epitome inefficiency. Whitney dodges 
responsibility, preferring let Lily handle most the 
details; the remainder are taken care Whit’s doting 
sister, Nellie Hind, who practices lucrative skin game 
the trainees through canteen charges. Among the 
other characters the school are Mark Pyle, dipso 
maniac, and Albert Scudder, good printing teacher 
thorough scoundrel, labeled “Catholic”. The main 
administrative task force the Bureau Psychological 
Combat similarly hand-picked Mr. Weidman 
sent his satire waste and inefficiency. Stylistically, Too 
Early Tell depends for its satiric effects largely upon 
word for word reproductions banal conversations and 
repetitious painting commonplace scenes and actions, 
such chain-drinking cocktails. Morally, the satire has 
nothing its favor; the debit side must mentioned 
the casting Albert Scudder “Catholic”, the 
scene portraying priest instructing eight nuns 
technique, and countless cases profanity and suggestive 
dialogue. not recommended for any class 


Kersh, Gerald. The Weak and the Strong. Simon. 
Oct. 16, 1946. 209p. $2.50. 


This British author, who, previous volume, Night and 
the City, dissected, the modernly approved 
manner, the seamier side the London underworld, now 
turns his attention different group people (though 
there are some similarities) different locale. This 
one those stories which brings together oddly 
sorted group people, plops them down the midst 
crisis and then proceeds record their past life, theit 
self-analysis and their current behavior. this case the 
characters are gathered swank hotel Paradise 
Beach, anonymous tropical resort 
isle, and, after sultry day, seek relief guided tour 
some picturesque caves the isle. Just Professor 
Howard, loquacious entomologist, has solved the secret 
the island’s mysterious ant thropological situation, 
slight earth tremor topples huge rock such fashion 
that the people are sealed within the caves. The rock, 
however, precariously balanced and there some hope 
that may moved, though the risk imminent 
death whomsoever might try it. Several the men 
carry guns and the powder from the bullets gathered 
and discharged unsuccessful attempt dislodge 
the stone. Then the various characters begin fermen 
and the real story develops each bemoans past 
present inadequacy and makes resolves for present and 
future behavior. 


The first clash develops between Charlie and the Guide 
when the latter, deteriorated younger son old 
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English family, attempts first cozen and then per- 
Charlie into risking his life remove the rock. 
Charlie punch-drunk rather unintelligent ex-pug 
who has been submitting the Guide’s hazing and tor- 
ture for years. Now, however, rebels and, discovering 
that his strength makes him powerful, proceeds take 
revenge upon the Guide. While his meagre 
broods over the problem further procedure 
events are occurring. Doctor Toulouse, respected 
physician, reveals himself abortionist and panderer 
dope fiends for wealth and security; even plans 
poison his wife that may another woman. 
confesses, somewhat these things his wife 
surprised learn that she knows all his depravity 
and because her love has already forgiven him. The 
and cynical Lord Hullington collapses emotionally 
when discovers the disappearance his supply 
cocaine; the Reverend Powell Bushy-Jones, esteemed 
and unctuous clergyman, reveals himself unbelieving 
hypocrite who can offer consoling and beautiful prayer 
but cannot pray. Brogan, racketeer who has gained 
power murdering accomplice, dies fear after hav- 
ing concealed the two bullets which would have yielded 
suficient additional powder blow away the rock; his 
mistress, the blatantly sexual Ritz begins looking for 
new man while Onyx, Greek triggerman the outfit, 
immediately begins planning the murder Ritz and Mike, 
another henchman, give him undisputed control 
Brogan’s rackets. Flamingo, dancer who has sacrificed 
children and love for career and who has just obtained 
fom Sam Schatz, the movie mogul, contract that will 
ensure her fame, repents sincerely and resolves change 
her life. Professor Howard sees that his quest rare 
insects for themselves has been form selfishness and 
resolves devote himself the search for insect, 
which had once discovered, whose secretions have the 
power heal wounds and fractures with incredible spee 

and efficiency. Flamingo and Schatz, who wishes 
some real good the world with his power and money, 
help and finance him. William Hromka, aged 
composer who has been seeking death because felt 
that his genius had been burned out, suddenly remem- 
long-ago inspiration for tremendous musical 
composition and had his desire live reawakened. 


All these memories and resolves and their communication 
while the individuals are deciding whether not 
sacrifice themselves attempt move the rock. 
But then Charlie, maddened with pity the cries 
dog which has become entrapped the rocks, tears the 
boulders apart attempt rescue her only 
crushed the fall the big rock which opens the way 
freedom for all the rest. Thus released, Ritz and 
Onyx and Lord Hullington, none whom have repented, 
with their plans while all those who have repented, 
with the exception three, immediately revert their 
previous faults. Only Professor Howard, Flamingo and 
Schatz resolve persevere carrying out their good in- 
tentions. With the main theme the story there little 
quarrel. those who have yielded sin some never 
even think repentance, others repent under stress only 
their fervor when the stress removed, while some 
few repent sincerely and implement their repentance 
this book written purely the 
natural level, the case most characters, and, that 
espect, unreal. 


Only few cases God sought and 


Farrell Pen 
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then only sort humanly self-sufficient way. The 
subject matter the book such would restrict 
adults. 


Farrell, James When Boyhood Dreams Come 
True. Vanguard. Nov. 313p. $2.75. 


This collection eleven short stories and three-act 
comedy publisher’s hope and dream that may 
achieve sales fulfillment. Farrell novelist takes suffi- 
cient space for development character and circum- 
stance; his short stories does not achieve the same 
power. Both his novels and tales are written from the 
same level experience, dealing almost exclusively with 
the slutty mind slummy surroundings. Examples 
this collection are “Two Brothers” and “Tournament 
Star”, both Chicago stories with leading characters the 
degenerate Irish “Studs Lonigan” type. Other stories deal 
with author publisher’s party, victim auction- 
eering technique, after-life fantasy, the Dublin slums, 
three Babbitt-like Americans Paris, despondent re- 
viewer, and college boy unable shake off romanticism 
faces reality depression vintage. The play, “The 
Mowbray Family”, written 1940, will probably never 
produced despite its fairly good satire medium-rich 
female fellow-traveler. 


Farrell exponent ultra-realism speech and 
action. Sins sex receive full description 
language that definitely rules out recommendation 
adolescents and even most adults. This particular collec- 
tion find very slight value. 


Pen, John. Temptation. Translation from the Hun- 
garian Ralph Manheim and Barbara Tolnai. Crea- 
tive Age. Oct. 1946. 616p. $3.00. 

Temptation biographical and sociological study 
peasant boy Hungary during the turbulent years and 
subsequent the last war. Though the conditions 
peasant life Hungary presented autobiographical 
manner are doubtless typical, the person who experiences 
and narrates them the reader definitely untypical. 
The adult interpretation given the experiences pre- 
sented the narrator from the time his birth until 
the end the book, when reaches the age seventeen, 
are truly strikingly precocious. Without these observa- 
tions, however, the book would not great work. 


The narrator, Bela, spent his early life foundling 
home where starved and shivered for fourteen years. 
His mother, stupid but honest woman, did little more 
than pay for her son’s keep, contributing almost all her 
meagre wages from domestic service and laundering. Bela 
never really learned what motherly love was. And an- 
other thing never experienced was paternal care, for 
his father disappeared shortly after meeting his mother 
and appeared only intermittently the story. 


Early life Bela became malevolent, scheming youth 
whose hunger dictated the pragmatic principles that gov- 
erned his existence. endured the squalor the 
foundling home with its gnawing hunger and biting cold 
until could longer stand being without shoes. 
stole, and was unceremoniously sent packing from the 
relative security the foundling home share the un- 
certain life his mother Budapest. 

For Bela money was power and money could obtained 
knowledge. made every sacrifice attend school. 
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The few coins earned bullying weaker boys were 
spent buying candles burn for evening reading. When 
finally arrived Budapest continued his studies 
anxiously, attempting learn English, even though 
worked twelve hours day bellhop swanky hotel. 
these luxurious surroundings that Bela first becomes 
aware the tremendous wealth and power the few 
and the sufferings poverty the many. the three 
years spent bellhop was introduced the 
luxury and the vice the wealthy and acquired many 
their bad habits could afford. 


Bela and his mother Anna lived together for three years 
and attempted eke out miserable existence from her 
laundry and his tips. Even the timely assistance Bela’s 
ne’er-do-well father, late the merchant marine (who 
appeared fortuitously time save the family from evic- 
tion once), failed keep the bodies and souls together 
the smelly tenement house. Finally, unable pay the 
rent and faced with eviction, the mother leaped her 
death from the fourth story window, the father disap- 
peared, and Bela stowed away ship, hoping reach 
America. 


Bela’s only friend, Elemer, communist who tried 
win him over the “cause”. But Bela, enjoying occa- 
sionally the luxury champagne, followed the lines 
least resistance. The story traces the development 
Bela’s character: his childish, lone-wolfish independent 
attitude, born from want mother-love; later his ideal- 
ism, enthusiasms, and conviction the possibility suc- 
cess; then his recognition the futility effort and his 
succumbing the temptations lust and gluttony; and 
finally, with the suicide and the incarceration the 
communists, Bela jolted out his complacency. 


The autobiographical narrative profoundly moving, 
faithfully graphic, disturbingly realistic. sort pathos 
reminiscent Tree Grows Brooklyn may found 
this work, together with the profusion vulgarity 
found Tobacco Road. being realistic the author 
somehow succeeds being sordid, thus conveying the 
sort realism plans present. But this book the 
work artist. Like painter making sketch with 
few brisk, confident strokes his brush, John Pen draws 
multitude characters, briefly, quickly, painlessly: 
Bela’s carefree father, Handsome Mike; the crazy coffin- 
maker, Sabor, who makes coffins gay colors because 
one should gay death; Catchem, the clever Fascist 
agent; the Major, man charge the 
hotel bellboys; Aaron, the Sabbatarian; Borcsa, the simple 
peasant maid; Manci, the streetwalker; Rozika, the retired 
prostitute turned “angel maker”. One reminded the 
numerous, well drawn characters Elmer Rice The 
Eternal City. The book pleasant reading with its color- 
ful, clipped sentences, carefully selcted wording, yet natu- 
ral, easy style. The verses children’s sayings and drink- 
ing songs translated from the Hungarian suffer but little 
translation. 


One might observe, however, that the profusion ob- 
scenity and the details the sexual irregularities cer- 
tain characters, albeit real, might have been eliminated 
without damage the literary, sociological, 
tional value the work the author. 
Jerome Ledvina, Ph.D., 
Our Lady the Lake College, 


San Antonio, Texas 


Hersey, John. Hiroshima. Knopf. Nov. 
118p. $1.75. 


When, August 31, 1946, the flippant New Yorker cams 
out with this tear-jerking book, national sensation wa; 
the result. Had the staid old American 
Review devoted itself summary the current 
season, the public would not have been more shocked, 
Hiroshima the story six human beings who lived 
through the explosion the second atom bomb, the 
used war. This was act war which, the 
shot the dark, experiment the terrible art 
killing people developed skillfully during the past five 
years. One should, however, see this act war agains 
the background blood which set. There was 
peaceful Sunday morning December, 1941, when the 
United States was peace with the world, act 
wilful, premediated murder (since war was not declared) 
perpetrated Pearl Harbor. assisted two years later 
the burial the skeletons some the thousands 
young men who were killed there. 


Hersey does straight job reporting, using understate. 
ment rather than overstatement. This book should have 
been written. True the story Miss Tokisho 
and her broken leg not great moment the page 
history; and the story young Dr. Sasaki was 
cated many times during the war doctors who lived 
superhuman lives during emergency periods; 
sketches the tailor’s widow, Mrs. Nakamura, and the 
heroic Methodist minister, Tanimoto, are well done. 
there something missing about the composite 
And the reactions the Jesuit fathers, even though some 
deeds heroism are ascribed them, are not typical 
priestly reactions, indicating that Hersey did not penetrate 
too deeply into the minds those interviewed. 


Hersey notes (p. 116): surprising number the peopl 
Hiroshima remained more less indifferent about the 
ethics using the bomb. Perhaps they were too terrified 
want think about all. Not many them 
even bothered find out much about what was like.” 
This was not surprising among people who had con 
doned Pearl Harbor. The situation, however, was 
sharp contrast that which prevailed our 
month after V-J day. Then every publicity seeker and 
many who the slightest idea what atom 
might cried all over the front pages our daily news 
papers. 

That the atom bomb like poison gas and other 
ties should outlawed weapon war generally 
accepted. repeat that the atom bomb 
was largely experiment, the results which were not 
known until after the surrender the Japanese. Why 
then second atom bomb which took many lives 
Nagasaki? The second atom bomb was the result 
Japanese mendacity, the deception the Japanese 
their warlords who also did not let the world know the 
results the first bomb. Perhaps the stupidity the 
Japanese entrusting their peace mission the 
months advance Hiroshima may have been 
tributing factor. 


still feel badly about the thousands crosses Halawa 
cemetery near Pearl Harbor. Many those murdered 
time peace were their way Mass and Divine 
Services when Japanese bombs caught with them 
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day. How clever the Japs figure that the foolish 
Christians, worshipping their God, would not the 
for war! 


the light what happened, was that clever? 


Maurice Sheehy, 
Catholic University America, 


Washington, 


Queen, Ellery. The Queen’s Awards, 1946. Little. 
Nov. 18, 1946. 380p. $2.75. 


Those indefatigable anthologists the mystery story, Man- 
fred Lee and Frederic Dannay, who collect their macabre 
under the composite nom plume Ellery 
Queen, have produced new kind anthology this time; 
they have culled from the criminous present rather than 
the classic past. The sixteen selections herein included 
are prize-winners the first annual detective short-story 
contest sponsored Ellery Queen’s Mystery Magazine, 
and the two editors were assisted their crowner’s quest 
two such other celebrated literary coroners Chris- 
Morley and Howard Haycraft. The four judges 
are men conscience and high aspiration for their grue- 
sme calling, even they are hanging justices and preside 
over very bloody assizes. They realize that the short 
detective story, like the sonnet for poetry, the essential 
form, and they have every hope their sponsorship will 
help foster new golden age for this very trying, very 
rewarding, but fast diminishing genre. 

The contemporary elite well among the 
and third prize winners: Philip MacDonald, An- 
thony Gilbert, Ngaio Marsh, Patrick, Michael Innes, 
Craig Rice, and the Manning Coles. Faulkner 
racks second place well, with one his Jefferson 
County chronicles his familiar “Rose for Emily” vein. 
First place has gone Manly Wade Wellman and his 
Star for Warrior”, probably—since originality 
avery high premium these contests—because 
departure introducing American folk- 
ways ingredients most ingenious plot. The 
thing holds together nicely; there are some conversational 
cadences straight out Kipling’s Kim; but make little 
bet that Mr. Wellman does not stay the route. think 
strictly one-smoke teller tales who will pouch 
his $2000 prize and slip away his painted trail other 
and, mayhap, higher things. 


Pethaps, aficionados, nose out joint because liked 
Miss McCloy’s “Chinoiserie”, the Innes entrant and that 
the Coles, and after them Stribling’s “Count Jalacki 
Goes Fishing” far better than Mr. Wellman’s study 
Indian sleuth. Tommy Hambledon his insouciant 
the Coles’ “Handcuffs Don’t Hold Ghosts”. 
Innes’ Appleby operates the top his bent charnel- 
Anatomy”. Stribling invokes the old Moriarty diablerie 
when pits Professor Poggioli against the coldly cerebral 
Count Jalacki. Helen McCloy rings neat Chinese 
when she gives nice blend terror and pity 
detectiveless romance Old Pekin. 

Evidently the editors, the evidence their Caveat 
lector prefatory note, have become trifle apologetic over 
the propriety their auctorial asides. the whole 
liked these quasi-serious spooferies the past, but, 


Queen St. Frances Sales Gardner 
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for the first time, wonder those allergic this mock- 
scholarly paraphernalia may not have some slight grounds 
for their objection. his own study the Compleat Reader 
absolute monarch, and remarks regally these blue- 
stocking Queens: “We are not amused—thoroughly, that 
is. Let there less honey the bread from your parlor, 
else purchase money may stay locked counting 
house”. should have objection the critic yield- 
ing the enthusiast; but the enthusiast ought not become 
capering corybant. Adults can play charades just 
long without producing sense embarrassment the 
onlooker. 


But stay, Lector: you call yourself King? Mean you not 
rather cavilling Churl? Long live these gracious Queens, 
and, for you, loutish Curmudgeon, here’s blood your 
niggling eye! 
Charles Brady, 
Canisius College, 


Buffalo, New York 


St. Frances Sales. The Devaut Life. Bruce. Oct. 
20, 1946. 125p. $2.00. 


This manuel piety written for laymen and laywomen 
has become classic spiritual guide priests and re- 
ligious well. Because some the advice given the 
Saint about life and society was written under circum- 
stance that since have changed, the new translation has 
been abridged. 

Miller, 


University Scranton 


Gardner, Erle Stanley. The Case the Borrowed 
Brunette. Morrow. Nov. 13, 1946. 272p. $2.50. 


Since Alexandre Dumas’ day, surely only Edgar Wallace 
can have matched Erle Stanley Gardner fiction fac- 
tory. Simenon, had not turned greener fields and 
pastures new, might have done it—might still it, 
matter fact, ever decides resurrect his massive 
Balzacian flic, Inspector Maigret. But apparently even 
Mr. Gardner’s prodigal invention can flag, for has been 
here reduced telescoping into one the initial situations 
two Conan Doyle’s most famous narratives from the 
first volume the Sherlock Holmes short-stories, the 
Adevnture the Red Headed League and the Adventure 
the Copper Beeches, with Eva Martell summing the 
roles both Sir Arthur’s dupes the tales ques- 
tion, Jabez Wilson and Violet Hunter. Perhaps “reduced” 
carries unfair connotation here. Shakespeare adapted; 
did Beethoven. And the resourceful Mr. Gardner, 
challenged, doubt could cite letter and book for some 
actual case from California files. 


Perry Mason finds his interest titillated street popu- 
lated similarly dressed brunettes every corner. They 
are professional models and minor actresses competing 
for very rum sort job which obviously involves im- 
personation, and with sinister overtones. Only, muddy 
the roiled waters further, the lawyer discovers when 
accepts the successful contestant his client, the subject 
the impersonation turns out have herself commis- 
sioned the act mummery for some object her own. 
Then her agent who has made the arrangements shot 
through the head, and Mason re-enacts his usual trite, 
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ity or the 
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Cerf Index Best 


but invariably absorbing, theme private dick versus 
A., with the customary convincing courtroom acrobatics 
the final chapters. 

don’t suppose there are any stories anywhere which are 
such straight-away continuous dialogue—one 
criteria, remember, for reading interest. Mr. Gardner’s 
connecting narrative taut, well-disciplined, and capably 
consecutive, not especially distinguished. Perry Mason, 
his legal sleuth, comes the Mephistolean line Sam 
Spade, Nick Charles, and Ned Beaumont, without being 
either sadist, dipsomaniac, sufferer from satyriasis. 
(Despite his connection with the law, really much 
more sib Hammett’s hard boys than those petti- 
fogging investigators, the benevolent Mr. Tutt, the not 
benevolent Mr. Crook, the downright shady Little Ambie, 
and Josiah Clunk, who seem owe great deal, for their 
conception, such phony rhinestones the bar 
last century’s Howe and Hummel.) Mason’s adven- 
tures definitely belong the hard-boiled category, but 
they have been acceptably denatured; they are fast-paced 
without dirt, any the half-world Euphuisms that 
make Chandler’s cryptic creations sound like Delphic 
oracles afflicted with echolalia. other words, not 
unfailingly chivalric, Perry Mason picaresquely clean, 
the only one his line so. 

Charles Brady, 


Canisius College, 


Buffalo, New York 


Cerf, Bennett. Anything for Laugh. collection 
jokes and anecdotes that you, too, can tell and 
probably have. Grosset Dunlap. Nov. 12, 1946. 
217p. 

This latest dive into the surf has brought forth some pretty 
small fish. Whether these fish are small enough for the 
suckers absorb will question only the sales figures 
will answer. This current reworking the same type 
story that has appeared his previous anthologies adult 
fare, being overloaded with the suggestive story. Two 
stories with religious characters are definitely bad taste. 
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subscription Best Sellers the ideal 
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